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(54) CHARACTER SEGMENTING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To obtain respective characters, which are 
included in concentration picture data, as a binary 
picture by repeatedly execute re-binarization so as to 
unify character lines, which go to be a different label, 
regarding the label not to be unified to the character line 
as a noise and removing such a label. 
CONSTITUTION: The concentration picture data are 
divided into several small areas and an optimum 
binarizing threshold for character area detection is 
computed in each small area by using a binarizing means 
1 200 by divided areas. Then, the concentration picture 
data are binarized. Next, by using a re- binarizing means 
1800 by character areas, the propriety of the character 
picture data in each character area to be outputted from 
a binarizing means 1700 by character areas is decided 
and the concentration picture data are re-binarized so 
as to satisfy a condition for the binary picture data of 
satisfactory quality. Then, the satisfactory binary picture 
data of the respective characters are outputted. Thus, 

the respective character areas can be exactly detected from the concentration picture data, 
which are outputted from an image-pick up means 1000, and further, the detected character 
picture data go to be the satisfactory binary picture data of suitable character line width not to 
accompany the noise. 
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